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The SPEAKER took 'the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-WATER SUPPLY,
HYDEN ROCIL

Mdr. BROWN asked te Minister for Agri-
cultural Water Supplies: Is it true the
Government are removing all material from
Hydlen Rock water supply because of the
suspension of the migration agreement?,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Agricultural Water Supplies)
replied: No. The material has been re-
moved for the reason that the authorised in-
vestigation and construction of pioneer
water supplies in the area have been coin-
pleted.

QUESTION-TIIOER ROYALTIES.
Mr. J1. H. SMITH asked the Pre-

mliner: L1,4 i e :mwmrc that tlet Con-
servator of Forests has increased the
royalty on piles and poles by over
200 per cent. from the 35th of last
month?7 2, Is it not a fact that over 95 per
cent. of this tiber is used exclusively in
Western Australia for harbours, railways,
and other internal work? 3, Is it his in-
tention to veto this increase and give this
industry a chance to compete with steel and
concrete?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The in-
crease of royalty applies only to piles
of longer lengths, and brings the rates
more in accord with the value of the
piles referred to. There have beeA very
few piles of these classes sold from Crown
land during the past few years. 2, Ans-
wered by (1). 3, If the rates as gazetted
are found to be in any way prohibitive they
will be reconsidered.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read, notifying that it did not press its re-
quested amendments, and had agreed to the
Bill without amendment.

EILLr-ORIUNAL CODE
AMENDMENT.

Returned 1Froin the Council with amend-
mentIs.

BILLe-FREXMTLE CITY COUNCIL
LANDS.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER ]FOR LANDS (Hon.
3f. F. Troy-MNt. Magnet) [4.36] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This is only a
short Bill, hut it is necessary to give effeet
to the desire of the Fremantle City Council
to transfer certain lands that the Council
hold in trust. An attempt was made to put
the three clauses of this Bill by way of
amlen~dmenlt into the Fremnan tie Endowment
Lands Bill in another place, but the amend-
inu wats ruled out of order by the Chair-
main of Committees in another place, and
so we have brought dlown a new Bill.
The Bill deals with two blocks of land. The
first, Lot 598, is held in trust by the Pr-
mantle City Council for municipal purposes,
and the council desire to surrender it to the
Crown in order that it might be granted in
fee simple to thle trustees of the Kinder-
garten Union of Western Australia [neor-
ported in trust for the erection of buildings
thereon to further the object of the Kinder-
garten Union. It the Bill be passed, those
buildings, costing £1,000, will be erected at
an early date. The second block of land is
portion of Fremnantle Town Mot 1508, -which
the Fremantle City Council desire to trans-
fer to the Fremantle Municipal Tramways
and Electric Lighting Board. At present it
is held in trust for corporation yards, but is
no longer required. The board desire to
erect a substation oit the lot. Since the
tramways are under the joint control of the
Fremantle City Council and the East Fre-
mantle Municipal Council, it is proposed to
make a charge for the land. There is no
departmental objection to the Bill, and I
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hope it will be agreed to. I have here plans
explaining the purposes of the Bill. I
move-

That the Bill he now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thaw) (4.40]: There can be no objection
to the passing of the Bill. The first of
these blocks of land is to go to the Kinder-
gaiften Union, a veiy worthy object of
which we Al approve. There can be no
objection to that. The remainder of the
Bill is for the purpose of allowing the
Fremantlie City Council and the East Fre-
mantle Council to use the second block for
their own purposes, really for tramway
purposes. It is merely to allow the Fre-
mantle Council to devote this land to some
use not originally thought of and which is
still municipal; so again there can be no
ohj~ction. It is true the East Fremantle
Council will have to pay something to the
Fremnantle City Council, which will be used
for municipal purposes. I do not think we
need worry our heads about that. It is
merely a transfer from one local authority
at Frmantle to another local authority at
rmantie. I have no objection to the Bill-

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. FAtnton in the Chair; the Minister
for Lend& in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I, 2-agreed to.
Clause :3-Land surrendered to be granted

toi trustees of Kindergarten Union of West-
ern Australia Incorporated:

Mr. THOMSON:- What safeguards will
there be in the event of this body becoming
defunc~t Is there any provision that the
land will then revert to the Crown or to
the Fremantle City Council? This laud
might be of great value to the municipality
at a later date. Has the Minister any in-
formation in that regard?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know that there is any provision to safe-
guard such a position. The Fremeantle City
Council are quite prepared to accept the
responsibility.

Mr. Thomson: Can the Minister tell us
the present value of the blocks?

The MINSTER FOR LANDS: No I
cannot. .The Fremantle City Council are

strongly in favour of the proposed trans-
fer.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: Anyhow the land
will revert to the Crown if the Kindergar-
ten Union do not use it.

Mr. Thomson: Will it not go back to
the Fremantle City Council?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: No, it cannot go
hack to the municipality.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The land
will be vested in the Kindergarten Union,
and if anything were to happen to that body
probably the land would revert to the Crown,
unless the Crown gave the union permission
to sell the land, as has been done on other
occasions. However, I do not think there
is any possibility of the Kindergarten Union
failing to use the land.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4-Frenaantlc City Council author-

ised to sell portion of Town Lot 1508:
Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: This is a new

principle. It provides that municipal en-
dowment lands may he sold, and the pro-
ceeds used for ordinary municipal requisites.
It is a dangerous practice to allow ii-
cipal endowment lands to be sold and the
money devoted to ordinary revenue. I do
not remember any such case in the past.
It is not wise that we should permit such
things to be done. It is a departure from
the general practice, which has been to allow
land to be transferred for specific purposes,
or the proceeds from the sale of such lands
to be used for specific purposes.

Mr, SLEEMAN: Can the hon. member
suggest any other purpose for which the
money could be used?~ Were it not for the
fact that the Fremantle Tramway Board
i,; operating in two different municipalities,
the Fremantle City Council would have
given the land to the board, just as is being
done with the Kindergarten Union. As
this is a case of joint ownership it is neces-
sary to fix a nominal sum so that the land
may become the property of the Tramway
Board.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know of
several cases where endowment lands have
been sold and the proceeds devoted to gen-
eral municipal purposes. The Perth City
Council have sold endowment land, and have
advertised the sale in the newspapers. In
this particular ease the proceeds of the
sale will be utilised for useful purposes.

Clause put and passed.
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,Schedule, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Read a third time and transmitted to thti
Council.

B]ILL--ABORIGINES ACT AMEND-

mm".
Second Reading.

Debate resumed fron the previous day.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.53]: I ant sorry the Bill has come
down at this late stage of the session. It
is a wonder to mea the Minister did not
make it retrospective.

The Premier: Do you mecan as to the
numther of haif-irastes?

Ilon. Sir IAIIES 3tITttlII; The~re
are many departures in this Bill froml the
existing Act. I notice, for instance, thut
the definition of "aboriginal" is to be
amended to include half-caste. There is
not much about the measure to commend it
to anyone. I an surprised it wvent through
another place. The best way to deal 'with
it is in Committee, itt if hope it never
reaches that stage. I ant with the Minister
in seeking to protect these unfortunate peo-
ple, but I am not with the Honorary Mint-
ister, who introduced the Bill, whien he socks
to deal with all of them as if they were quite
alike and equal. Many of these people are
living decent clean lives. They own land,
and are fanning land. They are hard-
working and self-respecting people, and are
doing honest toil for a living. I do not
know why we should in eases of that sort
hurt them by passing this Hilt which will
give the Chief Protector the right to eon-
trol their childreit up to the age of 21. We
should consider the matter very eirefuily
before we pass such a law.

The Premier: That right would not be
exercised with regard to the people refer-
red to by the boo. nitember.

Hon. Sir JAMfES MNITCHElL: We are
not entitled to assume that the powers that
are given will always he wisel 'y exercised.

The Premier: There may be many cases
where it Is necessary to give such control.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
hunt under different Aets we already have

power to take control of the children, and
we are doing so. If people could always
be relied upon to exercise reasonable judg-
ment, and to act wisely and considerately
in matters of this kind, all might be well.
When persons are appointed to the posi-
tion of inspector, we do not always look
into their character or judgment. If they
were required to pass an examination for
entry into the service, things might be dif-
ferent. We do not know that an inspector
who is appointed to handle situations that
may airise und)er the Bill will be a man of
sound judgment and qualified to handle dif-
ficult situations. If we could by law re-
strict those unfortunate circumstances that
aise, I should be glad to do so. No one
wants half-castes very much; they are
neither white nor black. At the same time
they aire being educated, and, the more care-
fully they are brought up, the harder does
their lot lbccomne. If we could restrict the
birth of half-castes by any means I should
he prepared to go to considerable lengths,
hut that cannot be done by this Bill. It
is proposed to give the Chief Protector the
right to control these. people. I know of
some of them in the South-West who are
living decent and good lives. In the Great
Southern there are may half-castes who
come within the same category.

The Premier: There are a good many
down the flreat Southern.

lion. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: I re,-
member a deputation of natives waiting upon
me at the Williams over 20 years ago. It
was the first deputation of its kind. About
41 1,iotestrrl :,gainst being turned out at 6'
o'cloek. in the evening. They said that as
Lord Forrest had left the country and as I
was the same "Budgera" and brother that he
was, they claimied my help. Of course they
knew I was horn more or less in their dis-
t rict.

Thi, Premlier: They hare not the same
regard for us, only for the native-born.

flon. Sir .1IMES NMITCHEIL: They had
the Bridgetown judgi-ent.

The Premier: At "Moore River it is clear
that the aborigines think more of them-

sevsthen they do of the half-castes. I
hare heard them say, "Me full-blooded.'
And white people do not want half-castes
either:. in fact they are a tragedy.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: ' Theyl
are trying to live decent lives, and
a great many children are horn to
them. Sometimes the parents ate half-
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castes oik both sides. The children
are also being educated in our schlools.
I remnember a. ease that came before the
magistrate of the Children's Court in a
country district, A certain half-casite wo-
man wonted to bring up a child whkbh i.
was proposed should be sent to an inatitu-
tion. She appeared before the mnagistrate
and said to him, "Do you know that this
child got the prize in the State School for
best-behaved child in the school? Yet yout
say I do not know how to bring up a child."
Still, if such a child were sent to a homne,
it would be decently trained there. In such
institutions these children are looked after
just as are other children. The power, there-
fore, is necessary. This is a fairly impor-
tant Bill. Should we pas., it a, so late anl
hour of the session?

The Premier: It has been mtrefully seru-
tinised in the House of review

Hon. Sir JAM1ES 11l1IUThNi.l.: Onl the
present occasion this is the iclonse of re-
view, and wve should he muost careful.,

Mr. Thomison: They make mistakes else-
where.

The Premnier: Only at night, when they
a re tired.

Hon. Sir JAMIES 'M[TCHELL: This,
anyhow, ought to be a nton-party {;uestion.
Is Clause 2.5 a fair provision?

The Premier: We ought to have the
opinion of thle memrber for Roebourne (Mr.
Teesdae) onl the whole 'Bill.

Ron. Sir JAMIES MI1TCHELL: Legisla-
tion of this kind ought to be prepared by
men under 30 years of age. Clause T25
would not appear in the Bill if the mneasure
had been drawn by younger men.

Mr, SPEAKER:* Order! The lion. mnem-
her is not permitted to discuss clauses at
this stage.

Hon. Sir JAMES "MITCHELL: The
clause provides severe penalties for anyone
cohlabiting with a native womant-six
mouths' imprisonment, or a fine of Z100. It
can readily be understood that a young man
might fall into an affair of that sort, with
extremely serious consequrences. Parlijinent
should not provide the opportunity to send
a boy to prison for a matter of that sort,
which may easily happen. and does in fact
happen.

Mr. Teesdale: it is not the worst thing
that might happen, either.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 'No. We
have to bear in mind that a great Many
people in this State will not know that the

84H] has become law, and certainly will not
be aware of the inclusion in it of this
provision. The Bill proceeds onl the prin-
ciple that an accused person is. guilty until
hie proves himself innocent.

The Miniister for Agricuilture: That prin-
ri pie is in the pafrenlt Act.

Mr. Angelo: But nlot accompanied by
those penalties.

lion. Sir JAME,$ MJ1TCliELl, The tact
(if the lprilleiple being included in the parent
Act does jiot minke it right. We ouight to
iirotest againsi it, and we shall protest
.i~punst it now that thle opportunity offers.
An English jiudwe lha,; said that nil legisli-
tin should he scriitinisetl by a v competenlt
rominitte' ol' the Hionse. Tfhe British l'ar-
Ii amnnct cefontains tn ' v einiunt lawyers,
wrho cani sent diiiise Bills. Tihe preseti t an-
sut is no more senisible than S;ohtr oAter
legislationl wte Inve dealt with. though thle
Bill contains somniirnenlnentx which mar
lhe l)Todiltti\v of good. ,till, tine mneasure
lttoposes to deal with all lftithes-wild
blacks in the Kiniberleys who have never
seeti a towin, aind tivilised ahonit-inee' in the
South-West. I -atinot believe that thbere are
%000o half-castes, in, the southern 1Putt at the
S-tate.

The \l ister for Agriculture : No: there
are 793 between hiere nd Albany- .

Hon. Sir JAMES IITCHIEIL: I thoukght
the M init tr satid thle iiii tuber npp ro ithed
31,000.

Tflt' Aliinisng fmi, Atritilltune: 11, ft..
w-hole State.

Hon,. Sir J.% MS M1ITCHELL: The Bil
tetoo far altogether. partirularly when

it is a1pplied, as it will be, to aboriginevs liv-
inuc the life oif white people. Even] without
tis measure, the children of suchi parsons
can hie taken from their pa-re'nts and sent
to institutions.

The Minister for Agr-iculture: These pea0-
ple haqve dliscoveredl that we have not that

pow"r.
Hon. Sir, JAME.S MIUTCHELL: Bit, we

hanve the power. The magistrate of the
Children's Court certainly has Power toi
commit such children. That seems to me
entirely right, and the proper way to handle
the question. But isz the RHouge prepared to
.9rQree to a proposal that all these p)eople.
civilised and uncivilised. shall hr, treated
alike! I hope hon. members will not pass
the second readine. A measure like this9
oughbt not to go through Committee in a
day% or two. There should he not only time
for us to cnsider it. hut opporitunities for
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the people generally, and for the persona
affected, to know what is being done. I see
no reason why the Bill should be enacted in
this session.

Mr. Thomson: We have managed so long
without the Bill that we may let the matter
remain as it is a little longer.

Hon. Sir JAMNES MITCHELL: 1 have
steen the natives decreasing gradually, year
by year; and in my opinion this legislation
ought not to be passed.

The Minister for Akgriculture: rihe view
taken is that the subject has, been shelved
too long.

Hon. Sir JlAMES 3tlTCHELL,: That is
an extremely simple thing to say. Now, it'
we had had legislation which would hare
prevented the appearance of these people!
But they are here now.

Mr. Davy: How could they have been
prevented?

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: Of
course they could not have been prevented.
They are here, and we mast be careful in
passing legislation to deal with them. I
suggest to the Premier that the measure be
withdrawn and carefully reconsidered, and
then perhaps submitted to the next Parlia-
ment. I hope that the general election w.ill
bring important changes, and that the next
Assembly will be better qualified to deal
with a non-party measure such as this. We
are on this side in a House ef review, and
we have young members. who are capable of
fairly considering the proposals of the Bill.
I beg- of the young members to give the
measure careful consideration before allow-
ing it to pass into law~.

MR. THOMSON (Ks tanning) [5.10]:- I
agree that the Government's intentions in
introducing the measure are most laudable.
.Undoubtedly there is a desire to protect
persons who may be imposed upon. Still,
the measure should not be passed at this
late hour of the session. Unfortunately the
Bill interferes with the liberty of a consid-
erable section who, owing to no fault of
theirs, are owned by neither one side nor the
other. Nevertheless, quite a large number
of them are to-day earning just as, much
money as average white men. Some of the
girls, too, are in respectable service. The
drastic powers to be accorded to the Chief
Protector of Aborigines go beyond what the
House should agree to, in my opinion. If
the Bill dealt only with the wild natives of
the North, one could understand that there

wvas some necessity for such provisions. The
measure provides that even a male half-
caste over the age of 21 years, if in the
Chief Protector's opinion he is not capable
of managing his own affairs, shall be sub-

j ect to this measure. A clause of that kind
should not be included in any Bill. Cer-
tainly, half-castes should have the right of
appealing from the Chief Protector's de-
cision. Further, the Bill provides that no
one shall employ a half-caste under the age
of 21 without a permit from the Chief Pro-
tector. I hold no brief for the half-castes,
though I have a great deal of pity for them.

Hon. AV. D. Johnson: It is quite right to
hold a brief for them, surely!

Mr. THOMSON: Then I will hold a
brief for them. In endeavouring to stand
up for their rights and privileges, I do not
act from the voting point of view, but
merely seek to protect from interference a
section of the community wvho are able to
go out and earn their own living. Some of
these hair-castes, can shear and carry out
farm work in competition with anyone else,
and yet they will have to get the permission
of the officer appointed in the district before
they call work for sit employer! Such a
provision should not be embodied in the Bill.
Another drastic provision is that the Chief
Protector will be able to demand a state-
nient of accounts from an employer, dating
hack over a period of three years. That is
not in the interests of those who may feel
disposed to employ the natives or half-
castes, or of thle natives themselves. I agree
with the desire to tighten up tile law for
the protection of half-caste girls. I have
indeed much sympathy for those unfor-
tunate people, but to give the right that i.
contained in the Bill to the Chief Protector
to take children away from their parents is
too drastic altogether. Many of these half-
castes are just as human as we are ourselves,
and we would certainly resent strongly the
action of anyone, he his intention ever so
good, who might endeavour to take away
our children, so that they could be placed
in an institution. The position was well
illustrated by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, who cited the instance of a magistrate
who claimed that the mother was incapable
of looking after her children, and yet one of
them had been awarded a prize for the best
behaviour in her class at school. Certainly,
if the Bill reaches the Committee stage, I
shall endeavour to secure the amendment
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of some of the clausesi. I appeal to the
Government, even at this late stag;, to hold
the Bill over. Several Bills of far greater
importance to the State have not yet come
before us. We have carried on sue-
cesslully with the existing legislation and
the officials of the Aborigines Department
are already looking after the native children
at Moore River and elsewhere. Every hon.
member will welcome the opportunity to
safeguard the freedom and privileges of
our native population. There is another
provision of the Bill that renders it obliga-
tory upon the employer of any aboriginal
or half-caste to be responsible for the pay-
ment of hospital fees, and so forth. I would
not for a moment suggest that an aboriginal
or a half-caste should not be treated with
all humanity, but I am afraid that such a
provision in the Bill would make the posi-
tion more intolerable than it is to-day for
the remnant of our native race. While the
intention of the Government is good, rent
responsibilities are being placed upon the
Chief Protector, and T am afraid this may
lead to abuse. The Minister told us that
there were about 1,180 half-castes between
Perth and Albany. Those people have their
rights and are entitled to be heard. Memi-
bers of this house should have an oppor-
tunity to discuss the Bill with natives and
half-castes in their constituencies and ex-
plain to them what it is proposed to do re-
garding them and their children. We would
then know how the people directly concerned
viewed the legislation. Although these
people amc small in numbers, their frteedomn
should not be unduly interfered with. I
cordially endorse the remarks of the Leader
of the Opposition, who suggested that the
Bill should be withdrawn.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [.5.211]: The
Aborigines Act, which the Bill seeks to
amend, dates back to 1905, nearly a quarter
of a century ago. Most hon. members will
agree that a system that was good enough
25 years ago may hardly be applicable to
conditions that obtain to-day. Our methods
of life arc changing and those changes have
been rapid. In my opinion the time has
come when the whole system under which
we deal with the aborigines and half-castes
in Western Australia should be fully in-
quired into. The position should be under-
stood by Parliament and necessary alteira-
tions provided in a comprehensive piece of

legisilation. We all realise that the abori-
gines of Australia are decreasing at a
rapid rate. I doubt whether hon. memi-
hers realise quite how rapid that decrease
baa been. When the 'white people took pos-
session of Australia, little more than 100
years ago, there were 300,000 aborigines in
the country. It is estimated that their num-
hens have decreased to 1001000.

M r. Teesdale. All pure surmise and guess-
work!1

Mr. ANGELO: A good many able men
have inquired into this subject.

Mr. Teesdale: You can see camps now
with 20 or 30 healthy kids in them.

Mr. ANGELO: It is estimated that the
number of aborigines, in Western Australia
was 100,000 a century ago, but in-
vestigationis now show that they have
decreased to about at fourth of that
number. All that has, taken place
within a century. While the aborigines
themselves are decreasing rapidly in num-
hers, the half-castes aire increasing, and
according to the figures supplied to the Gov-
ernment, there are over 2,500 in Western
Australia to-day. Thirty or forty years ago
it was a common sight to see aborigines in
the vicinity of Perth; we do not see them
here to-day. At Carnarvon, when I went
there in 1902, between 200 and 300 blacks
were camped within the town, and probably
another 300 or .400 within the municipal
boundaries.

Mr. Teesd ale: And they had no votes!
Mr. AiNGELO: To-day it is almost as

rare a sight to see an aboriginal in Carnar-
von as it is to see one in Perth.

Mr. Teesdale- The Carnarvon people are
too civilised.

Mr. ANGELO: Perhaps that is the
trouble. Why has this decrease taken place?
Is it because of ill-treatment by the people
of 'Western Australia?

Mr. Teesdale: Certainly not.
Mr. ANGELO: Most emphatically it is

not. Perhaps the trouble has been from
the reverse point of view. The people have
been too kind and considerate of what would
be to the advantage of the native. I have
seen a good deal of the aborigines during
the 40 odd years I resided in the North. In
my opinion, the greatest mortality amongst
the aborigines has been due to supply-ing
them with clothing and blankets. Before
the natives were asked to don clothes, when
they were wet with rain they either sat
dlown by a fire, or the natural heat of their
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bodies dried them off in a few moments.
The poor natives do not understand the use
of clothing. Now when they get wet
with the rain, they lie down in their
wet clothes and go to sleep covered
by a wet blanket Is it any wonder
that they suffer from lung and other diseases?
It is from this cause that their numbers,
have decreased very considerably. Then,
again, the white people have given them
foods to which they have been unaccus-
tomed, and unfortunately the diseases intro-
duced by Europeans have also had a lot to
do with decimating the ranks of the abori-
gines.

Mr. Lamond: What about the diseases in-
troduced by the Asiatics?

Mr. ANGELO: The Asiatics have not had
much to do with the position in the southern
part of the State, although they have in
the North. The decrease in numbers has
been greatest in the South. The natives ii,
the North have not suffered to the same
extent. After a quarter of a century's
experience under old conditions, we now re-
quire a thorough inquiry by competent men
into the future dealings with the aborigines.
That is what we want. What does the Min-
ister in charge of the Aborigines Depart-
ment know about this important question?
What does our Chief Protector know about
it? Hle has certainly had some years of ex-
perience, but 90 per cent, of his time is spent
in his office. It is impossible for one mart
to go ron, the wvhole of the State and gain
a kniowledge of the conditions of the natives
far n brief period. What do the members
ot this House know about native problems!
I expect quite 70 per cent, of them know no-
thing at all about them. Perhaps 10 per cent.
may have some knowledge of the natives
in the Far North; another 10 per cent. may
have some knowledge of the natives in the
middle portions of the State, and another
10 per, cent. may have similar knowledge
regarding tire natives in the South-West.
At least 70 per cent, of the mnember-s of' the
Chamber know practically nothing about
the native problems. Yet we are asked to
pass legislation to govern the natives and
to agree to drastic prohibitions and provi-
sions!

Mr. Thomson: Some are very drastic.
Mr. ANGELO: That is so, and we are

asked to pass the legislation merely on the
word of one man-the Chief Protector. I
have a high regard for that officer, but I
ay emphatically that, in my opinion, he can-
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not have a thorough knowledge of the whole
native problem. On such authority, we
should not be asked to pass legislation to
govern our future relations with the natives,
who represent a legacy left to us by the
Motherland when she ranted us respons-
ible government. There are a number of
questions that could be inquired into. To
my mind a Royal uommission of inquiry
should be appointed anid I would like to
see it appointed straight away so that the
commission could submit a report to the
first session of tire next Parliament. It
might then be discovered by the Govern-
mneet that it was necessary to establish a
new systera of control and administration,
and that it should be embarked upon im-
mediatelyv. Such a commission should in-
clude a medical man who understands the
diseases to which the natives are subject.
We have in the Public Service at the pre-
sent time a doctor qualified to undertake
the work. I refer to Dr. Lovegrove, who
was in eharge of the lock hospitals at
Dorme and Bernier Islands some years ago.
The Commission should also include a rep-
resentative of the pastoralists, a man who
has had experience of the natives and is
acquainted with their habits. There should
also be at representative from the southern
areas, who has seen something of the half-
caste section of the aboriginal community,
and could advise on the best method of deal-
ing with therm there. The Chief Protector
of Aborigines would accompany the com-
mission, give advice and note the evidence
taken. 1 am firmly of opinion that we
should go no further with any amending
legislation until the whole question has been
investigated. There is one question I have
often heard discussed, a most important
question, on which I certainly should not
like to express an opinion or east a vote
in this House without time fullest in-
quiry. Are the natives and half-castes
to be encouraged to perpetuate their
race, or should we adopt a suggestion that
by segregation their increase should be mini-
mised as much as possible? It is an im-
portant question into which a commission
could inquire. It might be a drastic step,
but let us consider the life of the aboriginal
or half-caste of the future. The life for
neither of them would he an enviable one.
I am not referring to the aborigines or half-
castes of the present time, but would it not
be better if the race were not perpetuated
hereafter? A great many people are of opin-
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ion that we should do our utmost to make
the life of the present aborigines and half-
castes as happy as possible, but that we
should prevent their perpetuating the
species.

Mr. Teesdale: If you want them to be
happy, do not interfere with them but leave
them to themselves.

Mr. ANGELO: That is a suggestion with
which I agree. How would segregation be
carried out?1 It might be done by allotting
to half-castes and natives certain areas of
land where they could live and work out
their own destinies, but that is a question
onl which I should not like to express a
definite opinion. It is a big question. Are
we doing the right thing by allowing the
aborigines to perpetuate their race in a
country where their life in future is likely
to be anything but a happy one? The life
of the half-caste in future is not going to
be happy. The aboriginal does not want
him: the white man does not want him; no-
body wants him. The half-caste is un-
wanted by all.

The Minister for Agriculture: The fact
remains that we have them amongst us.

Mr. ANGELO:- I am not referring to
those at present with us- Our duty to the
aboriginal and half-caste of to-day is to
make their lot as happy as possible. That
is what we were told we would ha-ve to do
when we got Responsible Government. It
was one of the conditions on which Respon-
sible Government was granted.

.The -Minister for Agriculture: You sug-
gest a masterly inactivity-let them go.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not.
The Mlinister for Agriculture: But you

do.
Mr. ANGELO: No; I say that neither

the Minister nor the Chief Protector nor
any member here is competent to give a
considered opinion as to the best steps to
take for dealing with the aboriginal ques-
tion. It can be decided only by definite
investigation undertaken by people who
know something of the subject. A medical
roan, assisted by men who have been secms-
towed to handling aborigines and half-
castes, could advise the House on the leg-
islation we should pass for the future con-
trot of aborigines. Then when the House
understood what was required, it would be
time enough to amend our legislation. It
may lie said that investigation by a com-
mission would be expensive, but we must
not forget that we undertook to do our best

for the native people. When the aborigines
were handed over to us in 1889, it was under-
stood that we would spend 1 per cent, of our
gross revenue for their benefit. Sixteen
years later an amendment of the Consti-
tution Act was agreed to reducing the ex-
penditure to £10,000 a year. I do not know
whether the Western Australian Parliament
had a right to pass that amending legisla-
tion. Anyhow I am pleased that in every
year since we have spent considerably more
than the £10,000. What we are spending,
however, is nothing like the amount we
should now be providing out of our rev-
enlue. Consequently, if inquiry by Royal
Commissmion costs a certain amount of
money, we should not cavil at it. This is a
condition we accepted with our eyes open,
and we should keep faith with the British
Government, The Bill proves the necessity
for reconsidering the whole question. The
chief object of the Bill is to include half-
castes andi regard them as aborigines. That
is a development of the last quarter of a
century which has altered conditions and
mad,, further investigation necessary. That
question alone is a strong argument in fav-
our of a full inquiry being made before
anyi amending legislation is passed. I join
with previous speakers in requesting the
Guhxe-- rinnent to withdraw the Bill and im-

in liateir appoint a Royal Commission to
inquire fully into the whole question, so
that their report would be ready at the
opening of the first session of the new Par-
liamnent by which time the Minister and the
Chief lProtector would have determined the
best methods of dealing with the unfortun-
ate people concerned.

MR. SLEEMAX (Fremnan tie) (5.38]:
This is one occasion on which I can agree
with quite a lot of what the Leader of the
Opposition has said, for I do not like the
Bill at all. It seems to me that the measure,
from beginning to end, leaves too much to
the Chief Protector, instead of to the Min-
ister. When the Premier introduces legisla-
tion dealing with one of his departments, it
is not the secretary to the Premier who is
mentioned: it is the 'Minister. When the
Minister for Works introduces legislation
dealing with 'his department, the Minister
and not the U'nder Secretary for Works is
the one charged with the responsibility.
With all due deference to the Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines, who I understand is
an able officer, the power should h-! vested,
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not in him, but in the Minister. If the Bill
reaches the Committee stage, I shall oppose
quite a lot of the clauses. One portion of
the Bill provides that in the event of a
half-caste meeting with an accident in the
course of his employment, the employer shall
be responsible for medical and funeral ex-
penses. There are quite a number of fine
ball-castes-mnarried men with families-in
this country working for employers, and if
they met with an accident in the course of
their employment, the employer, in addition
to providing medical and funeral expenses,
should pay something by way of compensa-
tion to the family for the loss of the bread-
winner. Quite a number of half-castes, al-
though they' have black blood in their veins,
are whites as regards their habits, but there
are other half-castes living practically the
lives of blaekfellowvs, and the Bill does not
differentiate between the two. I am opposed
to that portion of the ill. A clause pro-
vides that if a male person is found travel-
ling with an aboriginal or half-caste female,
it shall be prima facie evidence that hie is co-
habiting with her, and unless he can prove
his innocence, he is liable to a penalty. This
involves a principle that I oppose every
time it appears. It is worse in this Bill than
in any other measure. A bushman may
have a female black travelling with him to
track his horses. When I came to Western
Australia as a boy, 1 was given to under-
,.tand that the female black was much super-
ior ais a tracker to the male black. I believe
it is still a commton thing for bushmen and
teamsters to take female blacks with them
in order to track their horses in the hush.
Yet we are asked to provide that if a man
is caught travelling with a black woman,
it is to be prima facie evidence that he is
cohabiting with her, and the onus of prov-
ing his innocence is' cast upon hint. I shall
not be a party to placiing that provision on
the statutc-bqok.

Mr. Lianind: Howv could lie prove his
innocence?

Mr. SLEEMIAN: Thut is what I wish to
know. While it may be possible to prove
his guilt, if he were guilty, which in very
few, instance% he might be, I am ouite un-
able to see how he could prove him inno-
cence. I shall fight such a ornposal every
time it appears. The principle is bad, no
matter where it occurs. The Leader of the
Opposition will have my support in Com-
mittee in his efforts to strike out quite a
number of the clauses.

On motion by Hon. W. D. Johnson, de-
bate adjourned.

BXLL-GERALDTON SAILORS AND
SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL INSTITUTE.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Panton in the Chair; Mr Davy in charge
of the Bill.

Clause 4-Trustees to he a corporate
body:

[Hon. AV. D. Johnson had moved an
amendment to strike out of Subelause 4 the
words "appointed by the executive."]

Mr. DAV'Y: I appreciate the efforts of
thle member for Guildford to improve the
Bill, but I doubt wvhether this amendment
will be an improvement. The Bill provides
that two trustees shall be appointed by the
executive of the Geraldton Sub-branch of the
Sailors and Soldiers' Imperial League.
Surely that is democratic enough. The
member for Guildford shakes his head. The
league in Perth appoint trustees for all sorts
of purposes.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is quite wrong.
Air. DAVrY: I do not agree that it is

wrong. The hon. member is carrying the
democratic principle to an absolute extreme.
The executive are elected by members of
the branch, and surely they can be entrusted
to appoint the two trustees. The executive
of the branch are probably the people most
actively interested. r am grateful to
the bon. member for taking such an
interest in the Bill, but surely it is
'the proper thing for the league Sub-
branch to elect the trustees. If the hon.
member has his way there will have to be a
meeting of the members of the branch and
that will mean sending out notices to all
branches.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Surely they have
meetings; they are not run by the executives.

Mr. DAVY: I suppose they do have
meetings, but my experience of general
meetings of branches of the Returned
Soldiers' League is that they happen about
once a year and then they are mome in the
nature of social gatherings and they do not
want to be bothered with this type of busi-
ness. The amendment would also moan the
dragging in of the Crown Law Department
to set out bow the election is to take place.
The hon. member wishes to overload the
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whole business. I hope the Committee will
not agree to the amendment.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We are deal-
ing with a big property in Ocraldton
used for returned sailors and soldiers.
People reside there and use the building,
and I assume there are members of the rank
and tile of the Returned Soldiers' Associa-
tion living there and who take an interest
in the building. My desire is that those
members shall have a say as to who the
trustees are to be to look otter the property
that was purchased for their use. There
must be a meeting to elect an executive, and
annual general meetings are usually held
at the end of the year. My desire is
that not .nly the executive, but the trustees
as well shall be elected. The trustees will
deal with valuable property when they are
given' power to dispose of it. Surely it is
niot unreasonable to urge that those who are
interested in the building should have a
say in the election of the trustees who may
dispose of the property.

M1r. Davy: You might apply that argu-
ment to the election of Ministers of the
Crown by the people.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There is no
analogy because Ministers are elected only
after an appeal to the people. If we agree
to the appointment by the executive, it will
he a distinct departure from recognised
practice in connection with property the
money for the purchase of which was raised
by public effort. it is only reasonable and
right we should say that the returned
soldiers and not the executive should have
a voice in the election of the trustees.

Mr. Davy: What about returned soldiers
who are not members of the league? Ac-
cording 'to your proposal every returned
soldier should have a vote.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I agree that if
you want to do effective work you must have
organisation. I have no desire to extend to
returned soldiers outside the organisation
any privilege that I would not extend to
others outside other organisations. My at-
tention has just now been drawn to the fact
that the Bill sets out that a returned soldier
means any person who is eligible for mem-
bership. Thus the Bill provides for all re-
turned soldiers. What the Bill proposes is
that the control of the property shall he in
the hands of trustees to be eleeted by a
limited few.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: With
the member for West Perth I was pleased to
support the first amendment moved by the
member for Guildford in regard to the
Mayor having the right to appoint trustees.
I am not in favour of the amendment we
are now discussing because I know just how
returned soldiers' meetings are carried on. If
the executive should appoint somebody who
w~as not considered by members of the lea-
gue to be suitable, the executive could he
removed, and another executive, who would
appoint suitable trustees, elected. The
clause gives authority to the executive to
remove, if they so desire, any trustees.
In these circumstances, and seeing it is not
an appointment for any great length of
time, and that the executive can remove
the trustees, I think this would he the
more businesslike way of doing it. So I
prefer that the clause be left as printed.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There are on
the Notice Paper other amendments that
would have been consequential. However
I move an amendment-

That the proviso to Subelause 4 be struck
out with &L view to inserting other words.

Mr. DAVY: I think it would be per-
fectly proper to strike out the proviso and
then insert the new provision proposed by
the hon. member, with certain amendments.

Amendment put and passed.

lion. AV. D). JOHNSON: [ move an
amendment-

That tlit following new subeinuse be in-
serted, to stand as Qubiclause -5:--'' The Gov-
ernor may at any time exercise the l)o1$cns of
the said council or the said executive under
this section if such counicil or executive shall
fail to make atiiy necessary election.''

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 5 to 7-agreed to.

Clause 8-Registrar of Titles to regiter
trustees as proprietors of land:

Bon. W. D. JOHNSON: .1 move An
amendment-

That in lines 1 ana _1 the words " a maj-
ority of'' be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 9 and 10-agreed to.
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New clause:

lon. WV. D. JOHNSON: It is reason-
able to suggest that the trustees shall give
an account of their stewardship at regular
intervals. I move--

That the following new clause be inserted,
to stand as Clause 11:-
Accounts, annual report, and diiavit stole-

ment.
.11. (1.) The trustees ,hall cause true and

regular accounts to be kept, which shall Ie
audited by rhe town clerk of tiorulrlton or sonie
person aJppointcl by him.

(2.) The trulstees shall present to the coun-
cid of the said munieipality annnally a. finian-
cial statement certified by the town clerk or
auditor, and a report of U..; protredimgs and
operations during the year.

It is dealing with valuable property, and
1 think the public. should know exactly what
the trustees are doing with the money sub-
scribed by the public.

Mi'r. DAVY: The law as it stands says
that evrery trustee is bound to keep accounts
and submit it report. Every trustee must
give an account of his stewardship, and if
he does not do so the court will make him
do it. The proposed new clause is quite
unnecessary aind a distinct departure. The
trustees rmst: keep true and regular ac-
counts.

Hfon. WV. Di. Johnson: Who will take at--
tiol] to make them?

Mr. DAVY:- The Returned Soldiers'
League.

Hfon. W. I), -Johnson:- Why put the re-
sponsibility on thom,.'

Mr. IDAVY: The responsibility will be
on thenm even ifr we accept the proposed new
clau~c. Somebody -will have to make the
tr-u-tes do these things. Either the council
or the league will see to that, even if we
s~ay nothing about it. The proposed new
clause is entirely unnecessary.

Haon. W. fl. Johnston: Would it be im-
iproved it' w.' were to strike out Subelause
I and retain Subclau-e 2t

Mr. DAVY:- That will do. I move an
amendment-

That Subelause 1 be struck oui.

Amendment put and passed:. the newr

clause, as amended, ag-reed to.

Sittinig nuqp ended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Title. Preamble--agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
Bill recommitted for the purpose of far-
ther considering Clat~e 4.

In Committee.

Mr. Panton it. the Chair: Mr. Davy in
charge of the BiUl.

Clause 4-Trustees to be at corporate bodly:

Hon. Sir JAMES .1iTCHELl.: I move
an amendment-

'That int Subel-ause a the i'urds "in the pre-
svirtid wanner'' be struck out.

If these words are left in, it will be neces-
sary to make regulations. That would be
merely a waste of~ time. The municipal
council can suirely be tru-sted to elect these
members, without being specifically in-
Mruc-terl how to dio 6o.

lion. W. 1). JOHNSON: I have no oh-
Jet-rimit to the amendment. As it is under-
stood that the municipal council will elect
the trustee. ' on quite agreeable to the
alteration.

Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with an amendmentj
;WiIl time ret'l~s adopted

MOTION-MINING REGULATIONS,
AMENDMENTS.

To disallow.

Debate resumed from the previous day
ont the following motion by Hon. Sir James
Mitchell--

Trlar the amoiendnwnts to Rlegulations under
"'The Mlies Regulation %Act, 190,'' published
in the 'Gnrcrnmncnt Gazette'' on the 15th
November, 1929, and laid on the Table of the
Rouse on the 26th November, 1929, be and
are hereby disallowed.

THE CUSTER FOR MINES (Hon.
S.W. M-Nuns-Hnfnnani) [7.40]: The Leadi-

er of the Oppositid'n seems to be concerned
abont giving power to inspectors such as
]S mentioned in these regulations. He asked
definitely whether I was prepared to make
some amendment to allow a mine manager,
or a company, the right of appeal from the
decision of an inspector, to the Mr~inister. I
assured him I had no objection to that. I
would even go further and draft a regula-
tion permitting that. I will do that as soon
as possible.
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Hon. Sir James Mifchellr. That is all
right.

The -MINISTER FOR MINES: It is use-
less to draft a new regulation until we see
whether these become law. If they do not
become law, it will not be necessary to
draft an 'ything more. I hope they will be-
come law. There are only four regulations
in question. The main objection has been
taken to two of them. The first is in con-
nection with rock-drilling machines end the
other in connection with firing underground.
There is also one dcaling with the power
of the inspector to condemn rock-drilling
machines. This says that a district inspec-
tor of mines may, by notice in the record
book, prohibit the use of any rock-drilling
machine which in his opinion causes dlust,
and seriously and materially endangers the
hcalth of the workers. Dry percussion ma-
chine drills may not be used in the mines
except in shafts or ;vinzes. No matter -what
the Act or regulations say, they must be

governed by common sense.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: They have to
be administered according to the law of
the land.

The MINISTER FOR MINEIS: And that

has to be interpreted in a common-sense
manner. it is intended to prevent mining

companies from installing new rock drills
that are not water-lined. NMost of the ma-

chines used to-day arc of the dry percus-
sion type. I know of one mine that would

have to stop working if these regulations
were rigidly enforced. I do not believe it
has sufficient capital on hand to purchase
water-lined drills. It is not intended to
bring that about. We have been using these
dry percussion drills for over 30 years, and

it is now time their further use was pro-
hibited. They can still be used in shafts
or wiuzes, where the men are boring down
holes all the time. A member of another
plate suggested that the regulations were
drafted by the executive of the A.W.U.
handed to me, and put into operation by
me.-

Mr. Marshall: All balderdash.

The MINISTER FORl MINES: Of
course it is. No other term can be applied
to the statement.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: You protest
too much.

Mr. Marshall: Bunkuin!
The MINISTER FOR MIXES: What

was recommended to me by the executive
of the A.W. U. was that in future only long
piston water drills should be used, and that
these should be provided for in the regula-
tions. I am not prepared to issue a regulatiort
at'that flese-iption, giving a monopoly to an
rock-drill company. Neither am I prepared
to stipulate definitely what class of mnachine
shall be introduced, as I wvant to have the
right to get the best. What is the best to-
day might by some genius be rendered oh-
s'olete in six months' time; and then the
improved machine could not be introduced
except by nmendnment of the regulations.
As regards dry drills, when introducing
the Mines Estimates I gave sufficient in-
formation as to the examination of the men
concerned to show that everything reason-
ably possible is done in the interests of their
health. Every regulation is promulgated
purely in the interests of the health if
the men, and with but slight inconvenience
and expense to the mining- companies. In
Kalgoor-lie to-day 00 per cent, of the drills
used are waterlined. Those are the drills
we want. If a hole is being bored straight
up, the wvater is there just the same, since
it goes through the centre of the drill.
There is a continuous stream of water. I
have gone to the trouble of ascertaining
that in South Africa only waterlined ma-
chines, though not machines of any par-
ticular brand, are used in developmental
work on the Rand mines. The beneficial
conditions in South Africa as to phthisis
and dust are attributed largely to the intro-
duction of that machinery. If that can he
achieved in South Africa, it can be achieved
in Western Australia. Moreover it can be
done at very little expense indeed to the
mi ning companies.

Mr. Mann: What is the cost of the ma-
chines?

The 'MINISTER FOR -MINES : Be-
tween £150 and £:200. Elsewhere the point
has been raised that the Oovernment are
trying to foist upon the mining companies
ma-hines that will increase working costs.
But SO per cent. of the waterlined machines
used in Kalgoorlie to-day are operated by
one muan; they are, in fact, one-man ma-
chines. On the ordinary rock drill machine,
two men must be employed. The water-
lined machines have meant a saving- to the
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mining- companies. As to ventilation of
dead-ends, the regulation provides-

In nil mines where compressed air -is used
underground, it shall be compulsory for the
manager to instal Venturi blowerst or other
aiplances or means which, in the opinion of
the district inspector, are equally efficient in
all dead ends.

So far as my information goes, the best
method of ventilating dead-ends is the Ven-
turi blower. I have been asked to stipulate
definitely that Venturi blowers must be in-
stalled in dead-ends. However, I am not
prepared to do that. If some superior
method of ventilation comes along, why not
have the right to use it? Moreover, there
is a difference of opinion between some of
the mine managers and the inspectors at
Ka~lgoorlie as to ventilation of dead-ends.
Some managers are introducing what qs
known as the ice-box, a method devised by
themselves for forcing air through ice. It
certainly cools the air, and I am told that
in many instances the men prefer that sys-
tern to the Venturi blower. From all the
tests and arguments, however, it does seem
that the Venturi blower is at present the
best means of ventilating dead-ends. There-
fore the regulation provides accordingly, in
the ease of mnines where compressed air is
used. It does not apply where compressed
air is not used. Above all things we want
to prevent the dust caused in dead-ends,
and the -resultant injury to the health of
the men working there. In many ]Kalgoorlie
mines the Arbitration Court award compels
companies who have not installed Venturi
blowers to work 6-hour shifts, the court
in its wisdom havinig decided that when the
dry bulb temperature reaches over 76 de-
grees, work must be done in 6-hour shifts.
In many dead-ends the temperature could not
be reduced to 76 degrees. Where the Ven-
turi blower has been installed, however, the
8-hour shift has been largely reverted to.
Some people have argued that the men
themselves are asking for the 6-hour shift.
That statement is ridiculous.

Hon Sir James Mitchell: It has not been
made here.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No; but
it has been made, and stressed, in another
place. The allegation is that the men are
deliberately doing things to get the tempera-
ture above 76 degrees for the sake of the
6-hour shift, and that they quarrel as to who
is to get the 6-hor shift. I have frequently

attended meetings of the men in Kalgoorlie,
and I have never yet beard a man express
himself otherwise than "Gct away from the
6-hour shift; we want the better conditions;
we want ventilation and good conditions in
preference to even a 4-hour shift." I have
never heard a man say anything different.
As regards wnrk in hot places, the regula-
lion provides-,

In all cases where employees are, required
to work in hot plaes underground, where 6-
hour shifts are worked, they ishall, after a
period not exceeding three calendar mnonths,
be transferred to work in one of the coolest
portions of the issn for a period of not
less than three calendar months.

Men have complained after working for
more than three months in 6-hour places,
and in most instances the management has
taken them out and put other men in. In
other cases the men have not been relieved,
there being nowhere else for them to go to
work. What the regulation provides is
only fair. It says, in effect, "Let somebody
else take a turn for three months at the
6-hour end." The regulation as to firing
underground reads-

As far as is reasonably practicable firing
underground shall he natricted to the end of
ach shift, and no workman shall continiue to
work in the track of the furreq and ust ere-
ated by such firing.

I shall presently read a statement bearing
out what I have said as to the comparatively
small cost of giving effect to these regular
tions. Some men fire indiscriminately, just
when they like, with the result that the fran-
teur fumes and the dust from the firing
travel in the upoast air past four or five other
sets of men working in stopes. When the
thickest of the smoke comes, all the men
have to knock off ; but when the worst is
past, they go back. But the fumes and the
dust are then still passinjg through the air.
I believe that the fact of men working in the
return air from firing has been the chief
cause of miner's complaint in Western Aus-
tralia. All that the regulation means is that
if a man, or a pair of men, or two, pairs of
men should be working in such a place,
instead of the firing being done indis-
criminately, some other place must be
found for them to work in until such
time as the other men are out of the
place where the firing is to be done.
Quite recently the State Mining Engineer,
who is also Chief Inspector of Mines, spent
some eigbt days in Kalgoorlie, devoting a



2112 ASSE.MBLY.]

day and a half to some mines and a day
to others. He has submitted a most inter-
esting report as the result of his visit, And
hi,- general remarks are especially well
worth reading. liuneiautely I saw that por-
tion of his report, I gave instructions that
a copy of that portion should be sent to
tli- sevretary of the Miners' Union in Kal-
goodlie, with at view to securing the co-
olnratioii of the men towards the estab-
Iislhment of the conditions desired. The re-
port of the State Mining Engineer, under
the heading "Oleieral,' says--

TIhlere is not the least doubt in m~y mind
tIhal conditions underground ate gradiiually
being improved. I regret very mnuch, how,-
ever' that I saw plenty of evidence of care-
l'essfleS Of iliw inea relating to waking use
of facilities provided for keeping the nir as
free from dust cad fumes s possible. On
several occaslions (luring visits to development
ends in various mines, V'enturis had been in-
taled, but were not working, and the atmos-
phere was dust-laden. In each of these in-
dtances compressed air was turned onl, and in
the course of at ihha time conditions graduo-
ally improved and soon became good. The in.
variable excuse for not having Vent uris in op-
eration was ''Someone must have turned the
air off.'' Similnrly.I saw the dry ore bring
shovelled or handled. underground and causing
excesive dust, when hoses proviided for the
purpose of wetting the ore had not been used.
I would like to state that in other cases the
meon concerned paid particular care to make
full use of facilities provided for the better-
ment of conditions.

I applaud the mnan who does make full use
of the facilities provided. The man -who
does not make use of them should be comn-
pelled to do so.

Ifr. M:a.,~hall: He should be liable to a
tinp for not doing so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He is
liable under the Act. In his own interests,
and in the interests of his fellow-workers,
he should he compelled to make use of the
favilities provided. With regard to firing,
this is what the State M.ining Engineer bad
to say-

I Would like to draw attention to the fact
that the General 'Manager of the Lake View
and Star group has token steps to stop pro-
miscuous firing underffround. H-e has told his
tributers that firing shall only be donie in the
hours prescribed, and any tributer who dis-
obeys this rule will lose his tribute. I feel
aerthin. that his attitude in this matter will
have a particularly beneficial effect upon con-
dition. undergrounid.

I do not desire to say anything that Will
reflect upon the former management of the
mii-. but the inanager referred to has re-

cently taken charge. He is a man who has
hod experience in other parts of the world.
In taking over the Lake View and Star
mine, he assumed control of the mine that
is employing over 33 per cent, of the miners
on the Kalgoorlie field, He has insisted
upon putting into operation on his mine
what I ask shall be done under the regula-
tion. If it is right for the biggest mine
in Kalgoorlie to adopt what is suggested
in the regulations, what is wrong with
framing those regulations to compel others
to do the same thing? There can be no
argument against that. I want to read the
opinions of the Chief Inspector, Mr.
Phoenix, in his latest report on the regula-
tiolLS I have ijitrodueed-

Indiscrimfinate tiring: In my reports and
verbally, during inspections, I have made a
practice of pointing out where conditions are
or are likely tn be unsatisfactory in respect to
phithisis-produeing dust, and have indicated
what steps ought to be. taken to ameliorate
these conditions. Tabulated results by the
Koniineter method of sampling the under-
ground atmosphere show that dust after firing
is extremely bad, yet both the employers awl
the employees have shown little dejire to have
any regulation of the conditions of tiring to
conitrol the, formation of dust. r are Of o~pi[-
ion that only good can resunlt in lacing the
prese~nt position and ascertaining what con-
ditions are unsatisfactory, ond how best they
can bt- improved. The remedies to mly mi~nd
arc simple. They consist of use of safer types
of axial ivator-feed. rock drills, dilution and
removal of dust by copious air-currenits in de-
volopnicnt ends, and regulation of times and
methods of firing. If these can be accom-
plished we shall have mines that would he
free. fronm phthisis- prod U ig or dangerous
dust. The medical examination of miners nas
been progressing steadily throughout the year.
Although the percentage of tuberculosis is
high it must not be forgotten that we had, at
the beginning of the year. over 500 men that
have been in the industry- betwcen 21 and 30
years. It is s1cL men who are still ininng
that make the percentage high, they being
esBpecially liable to contract tuberculosis.
These mines can be made safe from a dust
point of view. It is only a matter of co-opera-
tion and gt willingness by all parties to face
:facts. The remedies are simple, and can be
applied without much inconvenient's or ex-
pense.

This man knows what he is talking about;
he is an expert and a thoroughly good man:
particularly with regard to ventilation. He
goes on to say-

Dr. Collis, in a lecture at the Carnegie In-
stituto of Technology, referred to e~xp'±rhnents
whicha showred how tubiercle bavilli multiply in
tissues damaged by silica, but not by aluy
other minerals. ItThese experiments CondoI-
slimly prove, he said, ''that silica dust ex-
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erts its harmful influence by passing into SONc-
tion andi re-acting vicmically upon the lung
tissue. '

We have silica in our mines and that is
why we want to allay the dust nuisance.
Dealing with miner's phthisis, Inspector
Phoenix says--

Miner's phithisis: The prevention of miner's
phithisis is a sujbjet of supremec importance
that has medical aspects on which I am not in
a position to report fully, but there are sonme
nmatters I would like to miention briefly, There
is evidence that condIitiions with regnril to dust
pIteveation and liisr laying have jimproved, but
a further iniproi-eni must. be mnade before
we can eliminate silicosis fron. our mires.
There must bie no sinkeniug of vigilance and
ulnremuitting effort onl the part of the mine,
officials in eoinbatio-z this disease. hut I have
had cnus-c to complain of laxity inl certaini inl-
stances. Although steady and slow llr re9
has9 beenl noted, we litre a long way to go up
reach thle stage of finality. Regulatins that
will embraee mneasurcts to prevent aecuniaa-
tion of djust will tenld to help to eradicate
iner 's phthisis. Such proceed upon tile a.-
slinption th:'t injuryl to a citizen hr*I this dlis-
ease is an eCoiOhiie Injuiry to thtis State, enl-
tailing repitration for the, ast :nd a11e0nd-
ment for the future. liability' for inldustrial
diseases may lie looked. uponl nsa portionl of
the cost of production that slionld lie a i-ar
upon industry. It is apparent that a first
duty is to prevent damage to its workmen by
anty diseas-es duei to thle industry. A Thle capacity
to bear the burdlen is, however, an itupolrtaurt
factor. Tuberculosis has been a notifiable in-
fectious disease iln Western Aulstralian mines,
and it will be possible to compare at no distant
dlate the rate of uccurrence of tuberculosRis
amongst the -working miners iii c-oniparisrin
withl persons of other occupations.

Rock drills: Rock drills in development ends
are particularly liable to cause rapid charging
of the air with particles of fine dust uniless
water is uged skilfully andI in adequate quan-
tity. Tubular steel drills should be used
with a flow of water through them to the
cutting edges, but great care must he taken
not to allow any air to pass through the drills

wit th waeras then it be0omnes impossible
to prevent escape of fine dust in the air bub-
ble%. The dlust is very fine, and not per-ep-
tible by the senses of the operator 1who goes
on inhaling it without knowing hiZ dnger. T
have met with instances where tile tube fitted
ill the inachine to lead the wrater to the drill
has been found to be out of order, resulting
in production of anl eseaming fogz of atuinised
waiter, which tends soon to rnis? the humidity'
of the air at the face to a state of saturation
with constant extreme discomfort to the men
working there. Tile supply and use of a mach-
ine defective in this wray !;houild be prohibited.
by regulations under penalties.

Any mani who held the position of 'Minister
for Mines for the last four years-I mention
that period because it is during tho~e four
years that we have had a general examina-
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tion of the mn in the mines-and has seen
the results of the work in the laboratory
year after year, on top of which he has
received a report from the Chief Mining
Inspector and yet failed to introduce reguha-
tions such as those before the House now,
would not be worthy to hold t-hat position.
I am not asking anything from the comn-
panics. Of course, it may cost a few pounds,
but. what is that when we consider the saving
of men's lives? Our first consideration should
hie for the health of the men and any little
extra cost iunvolved should he willingly borne
hi' the mines for the sake ot the health of
their employees. I1 amn iather sorry that
som of the statements uttered in another
iplace were made. Soine people who have
supported the regulations have said things
thant would be much better uinsaid, while
others who advocated the disallowance of
the regulations also said things. that would
have been better unsaid.

Honi. G. Taylor: There was extravagance
onl both sides.

The 1IFlN1S'fER IPOR MINES: That is
so, Such statements will not lead us any-
where nor will they do any good. I am
positive that mnemb ers of this House will
not disallow the regulations and 1 am hope-
Al that lhon. members iii another place will
not dlisallow them either. If the regulations
aire agreed to, f g-ive the Honse my assurance.
that I will ta-ble a reguflation, as soon as
possibly can, in order to provide the right
of, Appeal from the decision of an inspector
regarding rock drills. That should overcome-
:111y objection that has been raised.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thani-in reply) [8.13] : The Minister has
Immdc a long statement regarding the reg-u-
lat joms, bat not in reply to my statements.
1 mierly asked for the right of appeal and
the 3linister readily agreed to that. I have
no objection to protecting the lives of the
workers. I believe that that should be done
to the fullest possible extent. Already we
have lost too many lives in the winning of
gfold in Western Australia. I have no inten-
tion whatever of Preventing anything being
(lone for the protection of the miners. All
I asked for was the rizht of appeal against
the decision of the TDistrict Inspector witli
regard to rock drills, and, as I haqve already
indicated, the Minister readily agreed to that.
I am perfectly -willing to accept the Miil-
ister's assurnnre that he Will provide an-
other regulation granting the right of
appeal.
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The M1inister for M-ines: But it is useless
to do that unless the regulations are agreed
to.

H-on. Sir JAI.IES MI.TCHELL: That is
so, but if the regulations stand, the new
regulation will be introduced.

The Minister for 'Mines: That is so.
Hon. Sir JAM NES MITCHELL: Thea

there is no need to say any more. I did
not want the impression to be gained from
the statement made by the 'Minister that
members of the Opposition did not support
actions necessary to protect the lives and
health of the men.

The Minister for Mines: I hope T did not
suggest anything of the sort.

Hon. Sir JTAM.ES MKITCHELL: No, but
seeing that the 'Minister dealt exhaustively
with the subject, it might be concluded he
dlid sd because of objections raised by the
Opposition.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think
SO.

Mr. Mann: At any rate, the Minister gave
us a most interesting statement.

Question put and negatived.

BUJL-CRIMINAL CODE
IWENT.

AMEND-

Cousncils Amnadments.

Schedule of three ainendents made by the

Council now onsidered.

In Comm717ittee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair;, Mr. Mann in
charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clautse 2.-Delete Subelausa (5)
and (6), and insert the following in lieu
thereof, to stand as Subsection (5) ;-(5.)
If the accused person is found guilty of
aIn offence punishable with death, but the
jury are of opinion from the medical pay-
rhological and any other relevant evidence
that he is a miental defective, and that by
reab-on of suchi mental defectiveness he was
incapable at the time when the offence was
committed of understanding what he was
doing or of forming a rational judgment
on the moral quality of such act, they may
add a rider to that effect, and in that ease
the judge shall make such order as he
would make if such person had been acquit-
ted on account of unsoundness of mind, and
huch person shall be deemed to have been so
acquitted, and1 the Governor may provide

for suckr person's safe custody in manner set
out in Section 653.

Mr. M1ANN: That amendmnent does not
affect the weaning of the Bill.

Th Premier: There is a great difference
in the wording.

Mr. MNA .N: But the effect is the same.
The Premiier: Then why the need for the

alIteration?~
Mr. M1ANN: The Council's amendment

is more comprehensive and the phraseology
is better.

The Preniier: Who moved it?
Mr. MIANN: The late Dr. Saw, who bad

eharge of the Bill in the Council, drafted
the amendment, and submitted it to me
Just before his illness.

The Premier: Tbe Bill merely referred
to a person mentally defective.

Mr. MANN: Perhaps this is better.
The Premier: No, it might confine the

board to a particular phase of mental de-
Fecti veness.

Mr. MANN: The Council have only put
into words what was implied by the clantep
as tzgreed to here. I move-

That the amendmnt be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
nmeuidment agreed to.

Xq. 2. Clause 2, Subela use 7.-Strike
out the words "shall include"' in line 2 and
insert the word "means" in lieu.

Mr. MANN: The Council have restored
the wording of the suhelanse to what it was9
when the Bill was introduced. The Com-
mittee here insc-ted "rhnll include" in lieu
of "means." I move-

That the amendmnent be agreed to.

Question put and passed; tho- 0juncil's
amendment agreed to.

Nip,3 -Insert a new clause to stand as
Clause 3 as follows :--3. 5nblection (3)
of Section 1.17 (as amended by the Crimi-
nal Code Amendment Act, 1918) is hereby
amended by the deletion of the word "six," ;
appearing in the third line of said subsec-
tion and the substitution of the word
flni fl.7

Mr. 'MANN: Although the new clause
would come within the Title of the Bill, I
doubt whether it comes within the scope
of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: In my ofr don it
does not come within the scope of the Bill,
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and therefore the Council's amendment can-
not be discussed.

Mr. MANN: Do you wish me to move
in the matter?

The CHAIRMAN: No, amendment No.
3 cannot be dealt with. I simply rule it
out of order.

Resolutions reported. A committee con-
sisting of 1Nr. Panton, Ron. 0. Taylor and
Mr. Mann drew up reasons in respect to
amendment No. a. Reasons adopted and
a message accordingly returned to the Coun-
cil.

House adjourned as 8.30 p.m.

tcololative Council.
Thursday, 12(h December, 19,29.

tAssnt to Bills.. .. .. ..
qmuot: Workers, comeasauon adsl ql

Sittings : Additionsl da ..d.s...
Motion: iiga regulatint diallo
Buba Criina Code Amendment, Asetemlayls Me..

sage
Geyaidton Sallows and Soilers' Iemerlal in:

stitute, Assemby's smendments .. ..
MWner's Phthtsis Act Amendment Ireae., 3a...
inspection of Beaffoldiag Aci Amendment,

Assembly's Message ...........
public Service A ppeal Board Act Amendmenit.

Assembly's Message. ........
Public Service Act Amendment, 2u&., Coin.,

recom, report.. ..
iflncw Phibis Act Amendment, Asaembly's

Posd Servce Appeail Boan)z- Act-6 Amendment,"
Assembly's further Message.......

Appropriation, 2t., etc.,.. . .

Freuatte City Council lands. Corn., etc.
Road Closur (No. 2), recant. etc.
public Service Act Amendment, Assebly's

Transfe fLad Act Amenudment (k4: 2)re
turned.......................

Education Act Amendment, 2t., etc.....
Roads Closure (No. 2), Assebly's Msae

request for conference
Public Service Act Amendment, Assembly's

Message .. .. ..
Education Act Amendment, returned .
Land Agns Assembly's request for conference
Roads aeosunr (No. 2), Conference managers'
Roads Closure (No.2) AsaembWytxhrswg

Pa :SaeSlppig berie ... .. ..
Adjornmnt:Close Of session, CompHImentasp re-

marks.............................

PLOE
2115

2115
2115
2128

2126

2127
2127

2128

2135

2146

2146
2146
2159
2163

2167

2169
2150

2150

2169
2150
210

2160
2160
2131

2160

The PRESII)ENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the undermen-
tioned Bills:-

1, Companies Act Amendment.

9, Cremation.
D, Licensing Act Amendment.
4, Reserves (No. 2).
5, Agricultural Bank Act Amendment.
6, Redistribution of Seats Act Amend-

ment.

QUESTION - WORKERS' OOMTENSA-
TION AND GOLD M1INING IDUS-
TRY.

Hon'. E. ff. HARRIS asked the Honor--
ary Minister,-1, For each respective year,
1925-26, 1926-27, 1927-28, 1928-29, since
the proclamation of the Third Schedule of
Section 7 of "The Workers' Compensa-
tion Act, 1925," as applied to the Gold-
mining Industry-(a) what number of em-
ployees were insured? (h) what number
of employees were compensated? (c)
what was the total amount of premiums
received? (d) what was the total amount
of compensation paid? (e) what was the
amount of excess of income over expendi-
tore? 2, What number of employees are
now in receipt of compensation?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, (a) Not available. Premiums are com-
puted on wages and saaries paid. (b) Not
readily available, but the claims arising in
each year were as follows :-1925-6 (about
two weeks only), 1; 1926-7, 27; 1927-8, 27;
1928-9, 19. (c), 1026-6, nil;i 1926-7, £25,907
is. 3d.; 1923-8, £32,786 18s. 8d.; 1928-9.
£33,672 13s., (d) 1925-6, nil; 1926-7, £1,497
l5s. 9d.; 1927-8, £6,230 5s. 9d., 1928-9.
£8,064 14s. Id. (e) The excess of premiums
over compensation payments amounted to
£76,569 i7s. 4d. This amount has been car-
ried to reserve to meet unsettled and antici-
paited claims, 2, Seventeen.

SITTINGS-ADDITIONAL DAY.

THE CHIEF SECEXTARY (Hon. J. Mi.
Drew-Central) [4.35): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until-
Friday, 13th inst., at 4.80 p.m.
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